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Ilrlck Wllloe. ruiliwayman. Mm on

CHadwara and baby flrl from balm
anyrdVrad by hla fallow outlaw on theWtrn plain

Wlliot-- flrea to th tnnuntaina a.nl hlilva
to aacapa tha wrntlr of tha outlaw ha had
atwlttad. Ha luriu that aun ona haa
laoovarad hla halloa placo

d Feather, an Indian rhlaf. brlnia
Wlllock a nttta while ilrl. ñamas! Lahuma.
an Inalrurla him I lake ran of har Ho
aya hfr father la livln wllh Indiana
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Of woman wimj Im.I ni. .1 and wn, hurlnlor by lla bcgina In loach Laliuma cur
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CHAPTER IV.
"Your mothar'a gravo."

TT AIN"r " "' Umin J'"1' honey."
II went on Ilrlck. "They no

breaking up and enriching lund
tliat ain't never tmre nothing
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bo arrald Virrry. 1 want you to hurt
me. If that the way."

"It ain't like a pain In the atomach,
!ahoniu. All I itela for you will lie
nine book."
'lMkT What are iMNikn?"
"Himkn?" W IIIih k ruhla-- hla bushy

head In dexx-rntlon- . "IhMikx? Why,
they la jual thoiighta Hint amiirlmdy
haa ketched and put In a rase where
they can't get away. If you want I

he clvlllwxl you nt to In kiwi other a

lhoiuhlH-Hop- ln an haa went to
and fro mid haa learned life--an- d you
got lo them Idean and tame
'em."

Ijihoma examined lilm with new In.
tercnt. "Are you Ivlllaed?" Her coun-
tenance fell.

"Not to no wide extent, lull I ran
ford Inler'hle deep airea ni Hint Would
drown yon. honey. I eau write my
own name mid youra loo, I reckon
Ijihoma ilcdwure-ye- a, I'm toler'bl
well Temed on a rapltul J; you Juat
make a gap wlih a flying tail to It."

"My mime not t.iihoma liledware,"
ahe Inferpoxcd In anine arverlty. "My
name Ijihonia Wllkwk. Houutlful nam

lovely, like flower-Wlllo- ck. fall ma
Lahouia Wlllovk-ll- kv aotig uf Hule
atreatn; liledware bard. roiiKh."' nriek Wllltak aured at her In amuie-men- t.

"Where'd you get that from?"
"My name Ijihoma Wlllork Ited

Feather tell me."
He amnked In aliene, pulling rapid

ly. "How tame you to be nnniel Iji
noma Wlllock?

Ijibomn uiiggcnted IboiiKhtfully, "All
white mimed Wlllock?"

"There'H a few"-Wlll- ock nhook hla
heud-"w- Ull lena agreeable liHIne. Hut.
after all, I'm glud you hnve my name.
Well, honey, tbla la enough talk about
being elvlllxed. Now let'a mnke the
llrxi iiiovn on the way. Vou wtiut lo
nee your uiother'a grave aud lay aome
of them- - wild floweni on It Tlmt'a n
piirt of tieiiiu; elrlllxed, raring for
Kruvea In. H'n JiimI hiivukc" iih fornix
the pust mid roiiHeiietilly never lenrim
lot lilnu I'oine along. . Them iiiibcii

alna will do fiimoiia until I mu gut you
aluH'a from I he aeltleiuenta. But I got
a puny Hie lintl time I veniiired lo
limnr. t,,r.. ,i,.,i It'll curry you If I

,mv. lo WI1K ut V(,llr Hilh. llnk(,

"."' """'""7,B " ' " Klrl
,,""kH ,0 nugh I lie wluier."

Wlllia'k roee and eiplnlued that they
""i"! croa the mountain Aa they
tra vented It be reminded her that ahe
bad uot gathered auy of the flowera
that were acaltered under abelterlug
buvildura.

"WhyT'' aaked Labotua. abowlngthat
bar ueglect to do ao waa Intentionnt.

"Well, honey, don't yon lute aud
honor that mother that bore eu much
pala and trouble for you. traveliug
wttk you In her arma to the Oklahoma
country, trying to make a home for !

you up there lu the wlldcriicMi aud at
out dying from ilie hiirilMhlMi of Iba
plalnaT Aln'l ahe worth a few flow-eraT-

"She dead. Hie mu aeo flowera, not
emolí flowera, uot know."

Wlllock aaid uoiblug, but tba neat
time they came to a clump of bloe-eou- a

be made a noaegay. Iji boina
watched him with a faca aa calm and
unemotional aa that of Red feather
biinaolf.

"What you do with thatr Hbe point
ed at tbo flowera in hla rough band.

"I'm going to put 'em on your moth-
er"a grava."

"Hue uot know, uot aee, not amell.
Bhe dead; mother dead."

"Iaboma, do you know anything
about tiodr'

"Vea O real Bplrlt God make my
puth white."

"Well, 1 want Mod to know that
aoiuelxaly renieiultera yuur mother. It'a
Uod that amella tba flowera on the
gravea of the dead."

They walked uu. Pretty aoon Ijibo-m-a

begun looking about for flowera,
but they bad reached the laet barren
ledge, and no more came In eight.

"Take tbeae, Ijtboma."
"No. Couldn't fool lod." Tbey be-

gin the laat dmrent. Wlllock atidden-l-
dlacovered that lea ra were alippiiig

down the glrl'a fuco. Buddenly ahe
cried Joyfully, "Ob, look, look"' Bhe
darted toward tha apot at tba foot of
a tall cedar where purple aud white
bloaaoma allowed lo proftialon. Hbe
gathered au armful, and they went
down to tho plain.

"Her bead'a toward tba weal," ha
aid aa they atood bealda tha pile of

atooea. '.ahorna placed tba flowera at
tha weatern margin of the pyramid
Wlllock laid bla at the foot of the
grava.

Daring the two yea re paaaed by Brick
Wlllock In dreary eolltude condltloua
aboat him bad changed. The bardablpa
of pioneer life wldih fifty year ago
bad obtained In the middle eta tee yet
prevailed lu IHNV. In tho tract of laud
el aimed by Teiaa under tba name of
0 roer eouuty, but tha dinger of pio-
neer life were greatly laeaened. Aa
1 home made tba aequakitaar of tke
Bioontala rang and tiplored Ib piala

attending beyond the natural horae-ho- e.

Wlllock liellered abe ran llttio
danger from I ml In u. II blmnelf bad
cenaed to 'preni-rv- bla1 uurellklng
wauhfulucne. After all. It bid beeu
the highwaymen rather than the red
men whom he had mwt feared, and
after two ye,r It d!d not aeem likely
that inch volntlle men would prenenre
the feeling of vetigeiiiice.

With the wlxdoin derived from hla
eiperieuce with wild nature, he care-
fully abatnlncd from any attempt to
forre I.alioiini a frlendahlp; hence It
waa not long e he Obtained It

without rcaerre. In the meantime be
talked liirenaiiiitly, and to hla admira
tlou he presently found her manner of

wonderfully like hia own both
fluent and iingrnmniatlcnl.

He knew uothlng of grammar, to be
aure. but there were time when bla
nilKtnkoa. et lio4H from her IIn. alruck
upoii bla cur. nuil. Ihoiigb be uilulit not
nlwiiyx know how to correct llieiii, he
wna prompt to HinigeNt i lmimea. text
Ing em li. ii a a iiiitmnl miiHlcInn Judget
uiiiNlc-l- iy ear. I ilaMiitlaflcd with hi
nun Mtiinihirilx, be wax nil the more
Impudent to ilepiirt on I lie exHilltlou
after mental tuolx, despite the danger
lh.it inlirlit 't the Journey.

Hla flixt tusk, prompted by the com-
ing of I.alioiini. had liecn to pnrtllion
off the half of the duuoul containing
the xtove for (lie lilM'x private chain-tier- ,

t'wlnr poxia at In the ground
and plnaicrvd wllh mud hluher than
hla lieml left a Hpiire between the top
and the tiie or the celllnK that the
leinperalure nilulit be eiiiallxel In Ixith
nx.inx Thua fur. however, they did
uot atay In the dimoiit except long
etiouuh lo eat and xleep. for I lié" nil
t n had continued delightful, and the
cove aeeiucd to the child her home, of
which I he diiuout waa a aort of cellar
Cnnceruliiit the atone retreat iu the
rrevh e abe knew nothing. Wlllock did
not know why he kept the aecret elnce
he truxted I.Hhoina with all hla trena-nre- a,

but the unreaaoniug reticence of
the man of great Innetlneaa nl 111 rented
on him.

"I.aboma." he aaid one day. "Ibere'a
a aettler over yonder In the inountaina
acroxx the aoiith plain, llow'd you like
to pay hi ni n vlxitf

"I don't want hiivIhmIv Inn you." aaid
l.ahoma proinpily

WllliN'k xtixal on one leg. ruhliing
Hie other Inediliillvely lili lllx dcllullt-e-

fiHil .Not i he iiilver of a inuxcle.
lioveer. revealixl the fiel thai her
worilx IiihI Hooded lilt heiirt with nun
xhlne "Well, honey, ilml'x In reiixon
Itul I've uot in tuke ou lili me after
Ixiokx mid winter xuppllex. ninl I don't
like the iilcii of traveling alone. It
come lo ine lh.il I inlclil cet Mr. Sel-He- r

to co loo Tlnie wax not mo loim
iiu'o when Injun luiinlx mix omliiix ninl
uoIiil', nuil, iilthoiiuh old finer Ix

lo la1 Mil'inklel up Willi xel
tlerx here ami there, I run t get over
the feel of the old I lines. Thov ain't
m xeuxiitloti ax Nilckx iy a limn when
he'x come lo he wedued In lielweeti
forty-liv- e mid llfty ax the feel of the
old tlniex."

"Well." Miild t.nlioma eamextly. "I
Mlxh you'd leave me here when you
go lifter I hem liookx. I don't want to
be with no ra miera. want to Juxt
aiiat rlirhl here and laar myaelf com-
pany."

"That'a In reaxon. Hut, honey, while
you might Ih aafe enough while hear-
ing the aame I would be pluuili crazy
worrying alamt you. I might aof bare
gwal cause for worrying, hut worryin-
g-It ain't no bird that apreade Ita
wlnga and goe north when cold
weather romea; worrying It'a Inde
pendent of rauaea and aeaaona."

"If you nava got to bo atayed with
to keep you from worrying they aln'l
notblug mora to be aaid."

"Juat ao. That there old aettler. I

har rmaaed a few Worda wllh klni.
and 1 believe he would do noble to
travel with. II' aa gruff aud growly
aa a grluly bear If you any a word lo
blm, and If he'll Juat turn all I hat
teuiMr be'a rented en me uu to auy
atrauger we muy run up agiilnal ou
the trull he'll do Invaluable."

"I'll go catch up tbe aiuy," aaid a

briefly, "for I aee the Iblug ia
to lie did. Thia will be the llrxt vlxlt
I ever mude lu my life when I waxn'l
drug by tbe liijunx "

"Vou mualu't any 'drug.' bouey, un
lex aaiifyliig uicdli iuea aud hcrixt.
Vou unixt aay 'dragued.' The Injnua
drugged you from one village to an
other." He panned meditatively, uiut
leiing the word lo hliuaelf, whll Iji
horn rau away to catch lue pouy.
When ahe came back be auld: "I've
been a weighing that word, Ijihnina.
mill It don't atsrm to me Unit drugged'
Hoiiuila proa-r- . What do you think V

"I don't like the aound of It neither,"
wild l.ahoma, ahnklng tier head. "I
think drug la aofter. It kinder mella
In the ear, aud drugged ntlckn."

"Well, don't uxe neither one till I

can find mil." I'rexeully he wax awing
lug uloiig ncrona the plain toward Hie
Koulhw-extcrt- i range, while the girl kept
cloxe bralile hliu ou the pony.

Ilrlck WllliM-- aud the niau he had
come to nee were very ginxl I.M of
the llrxt of (Jreer county-o- ne

a blghwnymuu, biding from hla kind,
tha other a trper by occupation, try-In-

to keep ahead of the punning
wave of immigration. It waa the
A rut time Ijihoma bad nccn Kill At
klm, and n (be caught Might of lilm
liefore hla dugout her eye brightened
with intereat. He waa a tall, lank
mau of about lity-flv- , with a bug
gray muntnche and buaby hair of Iron
gray, but without a beard.

Itut Lahoma waa not afraid of coy-
otea, ratamounta or mountain liona,
and aha waa not afraid of BUI Atklna.
Her ya brightened at tba dlecory
that b bald In bla band that which
WVlock bad deaerllted to bar aa a book.

"Doe be ttidf aba aaked Wlllock
broatbleauily. "Doaa b road, Brick V

Tb man looked op, aaw Wlllock and

bent over hla book dlacovered ijihoma
on the pouy and looked op auln,

but dellliltely. "Vou never
told me you hud a little girl," he re-

marked grultly.
"Vou never aaked me." aakl Wlllock.

"(let down, Lahouia. ami make your
eel I at home."

The Until abut bla book. "What ar
you going to do?"

"lining to vlalt you. Turn the pony
know. Ijihoma. He woo't go far."

"Ilati ii t you got all that north range
to ynurarlfr Hill Atklna aak4

"Yap. How1 re you makhig It. At-
klna V ,

"Why. long a I'm let alona I'm
making It all right. It'a let alone
that I can't ever accomptlah. I no
nooniT get nettled and make my turf
dugout than here come a at ranger"

"Name or Ilrlck Wlllm k. If you'v
forgot." Inlerpolnled Wllha-- genially.
Til Juat light my plx-- , I rerknn
there' no objection."

1'he un-l- i lurni-i- l hla back Uxn Wll--

k, opemxl hia Ixxik and reml.

CHAPTER V.
Lahoma' Education Advancj.

approachwl the l.lu- k of
LIHOMA Unit Miippnrtcd lilm, while

k calmly xiri t. Insl him
r out on the graxa. "ta that

a iHxik?" nIii- - uxked. by way or oxnlng
np Ha- - converxniloii.

The mun grlpx-- It tighter and
moved hla Upa dually. Aa alie remain-e-

at hlx knee, he prcactitly niilil. "Oh.
no, It'a a band organ!"

Ijihnmu amlltx.1 pityingly. "Are you
a frnlil or me. AtkluaT"

The man looked up wllh oh-i- i mouth.
"Not exactly, kid!" There waa aome-
thing In bcr rare that made hlu loar
Intereat In bla bonk. He kept kmklng
at her.

Then why don't you tell tha truth?
We wou't hurt you."

Tbe man nM-ue- bla mouth and cloned
It Then he aaid. "It'a a tionk."

"likl you ever read It
'Tbla la the third time I've read It."
"Keema aa It bian't acrompllahed no

good on you, a you at III tell Ilea."
The mau ixmw abruptly and laid the

book on the neat. Hla manner wna
Ull aa dlacouraglng aa It had been

from tbe atari.
"Honey." Intermixed Wllhx-k- . "Hint

alu't to any a lie, uot n real He."
"In II a build organ?" Ijilmma de

manilo) ateruly.
"lu a milliner of aHaklug, honey. It

ix a hand organ In the Mcu-- e of xlnit
ting you off from axkiug iicxtoux
Vou learn to ilixlInguMi l! e muiki-- of
xpiN-c- ux you gclx older. Hill lu the
big World I pie ilou'l any this M lliai
uccorillng ux II Ix They Hi li
Wlilllx III II Hit II C UX MIlllX II - ll '.

I OH t lie Nil llli'k lO Cllll 'll.'x' I III .Mill

leiirin the llnvor of a fellow meuiiin.
not by hla w ordx, lint hy Hie mi m e he j

xtccp eiil In."
"Ixm't gel mad ut me,' aaid IjiIiiiiiiu i

to I lie trapper. "I want to la- - eh lllzed.
mid I au Investigating iircii.llng."

The Irupix-r- , aoiuewhal lliau-d- .

rexealed liluixelf. He reminlcil ilie1
girl wllh greuter Inlerent, lo i uitlioiit
a certain approval. "How comea li

that you aren't rlvlllied, living with '

NUi-- a knowing aclmeu your f

thrr
"My father' dead. Brick la my

coualn, Itut I not knowing nothing of
blm till ha bit ad my Ufa two year
ago anal after that, ram with tha In
diana anal klaa all alou. Would you
Ilk I baar about It?"

"I wouldn't bother hlat, honey, with
all that long atory." Interponed Wll
lock, enddenly grown rearive .

"Tea, tell me." mkt the trapper, mnv
Ing ever that att might And room on
the block of wood lawlrio lilm.

"We waa ermntug the plalnx-fath- er.

mother and me u n big wagon. Ami
mea drexxed up like ImliniiM. they conic
wioMipliig .nit NhiMitlug. nod father
turiix it . n i ni nml ilriirx wilh nil

driven Icir In yoinler inoiiu
tain A 'ni oi'ier ill-- . ln!ig that xhk
hefon, ninl the Jolniit- - I. hi much foi
her. S-- i t e e i,ii li x horse
and nil nli-l- , M alc.-- i

Well. tho-- fen ip, r, ll;e In
. t'ii" vis n - cihin 'way up

north and find put the'- wgx ami
feithe " nit i. is mi l.ll n . over
what l' io!i. from the other wnir
nix " ' i ' e ei-- the light from
the wliil, w and rlilea up with me
Vii'l Ihev lakes him for a apy, ind laya
they lu a awful dene Juat thl
wav. Kl'l e i hothr "

The tr-- r -- nve a atart at tha ei- -

ploxlvene of her tone.
I nh n "'touted again a harahly a

ahe mnld. " 'Kill 'em liolh. aaya they."
Then she turi,i-- lo Wlllock. "IHd I
pul I hem wordx In the correct auco,
Ilrlck?"

"Vou done noble, honey."
I.ahorna icxiimed: "Now it wa In a

manner of hnppeuln? that Ilrlck, ha
waa rlilintf iirouml to hnve a look at
the coimirv mid when he rldex up to
the cabin, why. rl 'lit oittxhle there wan
me and r aud two of the rohhi-r-

about to kl'l ux. What ara you devila
up tor aaya llrlrk. 'You go to T

aaya the lemllug man. That'a where
we're going to aend thia )iy and bla
little girl.' aaya he. 'Yon go to ,
and maylie you'll meet 'em there,' ba
aaya And with that ha upa and ahoota
at Ilrlck. the bullet lifting hi bat right
off hi head and Bearing tha hern out
from iimler hi in. ao b falla right thr
at the feet of ihein two robber meo on
bla back. Ilrlck. he never banned no-
body In hla life, but what wa
he ti do? He ink-li- t of let them kill
him. bul that would or lefl father and
me In their grip. he Juxt -- rnlx Die
gun out of the lexilni'j uimi'a hand, a
he leidn't ever can-le- a In hlx life
hla own iii"I khnl both them
roMa-r- him x.lll In - there on hla
haclt"

"Vo. honev- - I roi no nbout thai
time "
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"Mil-k- , ou lo.-- i IOC - ,,,K Mill,
laying there on your back Juxt ax you
fill."

"I nl I, honey? Well. I re kmi I wa.
then, for when I told you al t ll it
w na more re- - nil."

"It'a awful Intcrcxilng." the iraptwi
remarked dryly.

"Vex; alu't It?" l.ahoma gloucil
'Then father JiiiiihmI iai one
with me, and 1 1 k pul out on much
er, and when I woke up the Indian-wer- e

all everywhere, but Ilrlck conn-her-

and lived all alone and nearly
died hecanne he didn't have me lo
comfort hint. Ko the Indians took me.
aud they killed father, and for two
yearn I wa moved from village to vil-

lage till Itcd 1'cathur brought ma to
Ilrlck. And then we found out we are
coualn and he la going to rivlltae me.
ttrlrk. he remeiular alxmt a coualn of
hla. Cousin Martha Wlllock. Her ala
ter went driving out to the Oklahoma

?!.
MMJ
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OB.e.welejJijraw

"Ho up and oeaxM at BV.oh."

country with her husband and little
girl and waan't never heard of. I am
the little girl, all right, and Ilrlck. he
my aecimd coualn. And waxn'l ll
lucky Ilrlck waa riding around thai
night, looking at the country, when
they waa about to pnt daylight Intomr

"I'd think." remarked die trapMr.
"that he'd lake you back lo your
Coualn Martha, for men folk like him
and ma aren't placed to take care of
women folkx."

"Ve. but he got a letter aaylng my
Coualn Mnrtha and all her family Ix
don been a wept away by a IIinxI of
tba Mlnalaalppl river, and him and nu-

la all they la left of the Willi kxea. ao
we got to atick together. Itcaldex, you
ee, ho killed llieiii two robber, and

the real of the gang Ix bit ing for htm
llrli k he fix-l- a no dremlf ill. he never
buvlng nh much un put a acrulch to a
niau'a face for he wouldn't nev
er fight un a txiy, hla coiiHclcuce
wouldn't re"t If he waa In clvllUmlon.
He'd go right up lo I he llrxt iMillceuiau
he met and aay: 'I done the deed, far
ry me In the pen:' he'd any. and then
What would become of tue?"

"He might gel iinoiher letter from
your Cousin Marlha In help lilm nut or
the arrape "

Ijihoina alared at him, unable to
grnap the HlghlnVani-- or the-- e fuoll-- li

wonla, and Ilrlck. aeeklng a dlventlon,
aiplalntxl bin purpose of taking l.aho
m to the arttleuiciila afti- - auppllca
and pmffereil hla petition that Hill At
kin acroinpnny them.

Ijihoma never forgiar that eipedltlon
to the aettlemeiita. Hhe did not think
Ufa would have laen tia long to devote
to inch pilgrimage. In the settle-
ment he waa bewildered, hut never
aatlated with novelllea, and on to way
bark everything ahe bad Been waa

eiounded and claaalfled be
twaatj her and Hrlck.

Tha Journey hack noma had been far
aaler than the dearent Into Teia be

ration both Wlllock and Atklna had
applied themaelve with pnnlea ul

BMla that aold rldlctilooaly cheap at
tb emflylng poeta of tbo aottlmfita.
BrVk Wlllock brought bark with blm
anmethlug alaa to add rheerfulne and

eefolnoaaj to aporoachlng winter. Thl
waa aguara window ah, net with
fpw.amaH paaea ofMdjrtaaa, It wa
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Knnl work to place fhtx window In Ijv
honin'a aide of the dinr nit. hut It waa
work thon-itghl- en toyed l.ahoma'

wax on the wext, nnr rnim noon
to xiiu'lou u the advantage or the wire
low wax a Moor e or never ending de--

lit
!o'm thing we've ot our window."

ftrl- - k would xn.v na they ant on the
low. ril lo heni'h before the little atove
and the furl. his wind or .liitiunry howl-
ed overhead. "r. when the wintry aky
wnx and nil ft rick 'a able or tha
partition waa aa dnrk nn the hole of a
prairie dog. he would vinlt l.nhoro and)

j JTloat over the dim. gray light ateallng
in rough tne ninnii pane. Tliil wln-low- 'a

no bad IdeaT' he would chuckle.
"Oood thing I've got my window."

(jihoma would y a the anew lay
hick on the plain and In broken Hneo
IT over tho mountain and the mttlng

bla at made the Are Jnmp with nnddca)
fright, fhe would hold her book Clono

to the dirt arpiare In which the frame
waa planted and nprll out worda ah
had never heard uaed. anch a "lid,"
"han." "aport" and the like myatriie.

I" mix winnow ia going m civuii m.
Hrlck "

Hprlng enme Inte thai ,ear, and la
the early day or March Hrlck rixlo
ocr to the cove the prcclplcv
after HUI Atklna. "I want you to com
over to my place," he Ix ggetl. "and nov

Mivcr Nome of I.iiIioiuii'n ipieMtlonx. H
lug cloxctcd wllh her III Ihnt tlicr
iluoiil nil winter, xln- - him puinpixl mo
nr ill t ax a bone "

I'crh.ipx Hill Aiklnx hail hlx nil of
iluriiig that colli winter or

perhaps he wax huiigr.t for iinoiher
of tin- - little gVil'x conipmiy.

N ilhliig. Imtsctcr. xlmweil bis saiisfae
tl'Ui ux he eiilcrcil her haiubcr "Her
I ll lit .

" he . xeallug lllllixi-l- f

on the bench. This wax hla only
greet Ing

"Ix It ilrug or ilragged?" ilcinamled
I ahomii

"I n agged. "

"Why ibm't liixt xend me a little girt
to play wllh, lifter me asking fur on
evert night all winter?"

"Ihiii'I tindcratnnd Ood'a buntneno,"
replhxl Aiklnx briefly.

"I putx It thlx war," llrlrk apoke opt
' "tiod'a done aeut one little girl, and at
' ain't right to crowd lilm too tar."

"Will I be all they I or m ton
j a I liver'

"NolMxiy won't never come to He ha
thcxr pinina." Hrlck declared, "unle)

I H'a trper and character Ilk na
Hut we'll atay by you. won't we, HU

I Atklnar
Atklnx looked gruff a ant

'
ahook hlx head aa ir he had hi doubt
alaiut It. "Voil'll hate to la taken to
the Htalex." he de- lured

"Hill whiil would or Hrlck?"
Well, honey, xalil Ilrlck. you wan

to tak your place with people In tbo
big world, don't you?"
"h. yea" cried l.iilioma. atnrtlng op

and xtreii hlng her arm towanl the wln
dow "In the big world yea! That'
the place for tne that a where I want
to live. Hut w hnt w ill Ix-- . olio- - or you?"

"Well," Hrlck unnwenxl alowly. "tbe
nnk pile t'other Hide tbe iiionntnlo la
gtxsl enough for tne Voiir mother
aleem under It."

"Oh. Ilrlck!" Hhe cuiight hla inn.
"You wouldn't die ir I went I way.

i would you?"
"Why, you aee, honey, they wnaldn't

i he noihlhg left to go on. I'd Juat aort
or atop, you know. Hut It wouldn't

j matter. Out there In the big world
people don't rememlN-- r very long, and
when you're grown you wouldn't know
there'll ever U-e- a rove with a dugout
In It and a window lu Ilie wall and a
llrlrk WllliM-- to carry In the wood fur
the lire."

"I'll alwaya niuenilx-- r and I won't
' go without you. He could go with me.

i Mu I he. Ilbl?"
"I ausplclnii he lina lila reanima

not," Aiklnx obxerveil gravely
"I bus, and I shall never go back to

the Ktiilex "

"Then what's the use clvlllillig mef
demanded l.ahoma mournfully.

(TO PR CONTINUED.)
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